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TEXAS STATE VITA

I. Academic/Professional Background

A. Name: Jo Ann Ables Carson
Title: Senior Lecturer
B. Educational Background

	Degree
	Year
	University
	Major
	Thesis/Dissertation

	Ph.D. 


	1995
	University of Texas at Austin 
	Philosophy


	Meaning and the Learning Process

	B.A. 
	1981
	Southwest Texas State University
	Philosophy
	

	B.A.
	1968
	Southwest Texas State University
	English & Government
	

	Diploma
	1964
	Stockdale High School
	
	


C. University Experience

	Position
	University
	Dates

	Senior Lecturer, Philosophy
	Texas State University
	2006-2020

	Assistant Professor, Philosophy
	Southwest Texas State University
	1995-2006

	Instructor, Philosophy
	Southwest Texas State University
	1988-1995

	Instructor, Philosophy
	Texas Lutheran College
	1988-1992

	Teaching Assistant, Ethics
	University of Texas 
	1984

	Academic Assistant, Logic
	University of Texas
	1981-82


D. Relevant Professional Experience

	Position
	Entity
	Dates

	Assistant to the Director
	Urban Renewal Agency of San Marcos
	1968-69


II. TEACHING
A. Teaching Honors and Awards:

B. Courses Taught:

Logic, Ethics, Introductory Philosophy, Philosophy and Critical Thinking, Philosophy of Education, History of Philosophy, Philosophy of Language, Dialogue

C. Graduate Theses/Dissertations or Exit Committees (if supervisor, please indicate):

Master’s Thesis Committee, Rhetoric and Composition Studies, Robert Jorash (2020)

Master’s Thesis Committee, Applied Philosophy and Ethics, Sean Daniel Johnson (2019)

Exit Committee, Sydney Perry (2018)

Master’s Thesis Committee, Applied Philosophy and Ethics, Kyle Prunty (2019)

Master’s Thesis Committee, Sociology, Rachel Phillips (2018)

Master’s Thesis Committee (Supervisor), Applied Philosophy and Ethics, Will Clark

 (2016-2017)

Master’s Thesis Committee, Sociology, Rachel Phillips (2018)

Master’s Thesis Committee, Sociology, Linda Bazan (2016-2017)

Exit Committee, Applied Philosophy and Ethics, Daniel Palomares (2017)

Master’s Thesis Committee, English Literature, Lillian Martinez (2016-2017)

Masters Thesis Committee, Master of Applied Philosophy and Ethics, Travis Stockton (2015)

Masters Thesis Committee, Master of Applied Philosophy and Ethics, Julian Gonzales (2014)

Masters Thesis Committee (Supervisor), Master of Applied Philosophy and Ethics, 


Cody Chumbley (2013)

Masters Thesis Committee, Master of Applied Philosophy and Ethics, Hunter Chambers (2013)

Masters Thesis Committee, Master of Applied Philosophy and Ethics, Aaron Taylor (2013)

Masters Thesis Committee (Supervisor), Master of Applied Philosophy and Ethics, 


Elisabeth Elizondo (2011-2012)

Comprehensive Exam Committee, Occupational Education, Melissa Jones Bailey (2011)

Masters Thesis Committee, Political Science, Ahmed Shagroni (2010)

Masters Thesis Committee, English Literature, Kandace Lytle (2009)

Doctoral Dissertation Committee, Education, Mark David Dietz, University of Texas at Austin 
(2006-2008)

Masters Thesis Committee, Political Science, Tyler Young (2005)
D. Courses Prepared and Curriculum Development:

Philosophy of Language (PHIL 5304), 2012

Dialogue (PHIL 4302/5302), 2004

Philosophy of Education (PHIL 4351/5351), 1997

E. Funded External Teaching Grants and Contracts:

Grant from Texas Council for the Humanities for “Gladly Learn and Gladly Teach,” seminar for Central Texas educators and community in conjunction with visit of Parker Palmer (2002-2003)

Grant from National Endowment for the Humanities, 5-week summer teaching seminar “Moore and Wittgenstein on Certainty,” University of California, San Diego (Summer, 1998)
F. Submitted, but not Funded, External Teaching Grants and Contracts:

G. Funded Internal Teaching Grants and Contracts:

H. Submitted, but not Funded, Internal Teaching Grants and Contracts:

I. Other:

III. SCHOLARLY/CREATIVE
A. Works in Print

1. Books (if not refereed, please indicate)

Meaning and the Learning Process, Doctoral Dissertation, University of Texas at Austin (1995)

a. Scholarly Monographs:

b. Textbooks:

c. Edited Books:

d. Chapters in Books:

e. Creative Books:

2. Articles

a. Refereed Journal Articles:

“Berkeley’s Occasionalism,” Southwest Philosophical Studies, Vol. 32 (Fall, 2012)

b. Non-refereed Articles:

3.  Conference Proceedings:

a. Refereed Conference Proceedings: 

Roundtable Discussion: “The Ethics of School Reform,” Jo Ann Carson (moderator) with undergraduate students Trista Bishop, Stephanie Richter, and Ethan Watt, Association of Practical and Professional Ethics Annual Conference in Cincinnati, Ohio (March, 2012)

Roundtable Discussion: “Will Education Survive School Reform?” Jo Ann Carson (moderator) with graduate students from the Master of Applied Philosophy and Ethics program (Tim Brown, Cody Chumbley, Brandon Gillespie, and Kyla Hobbs-Darilek), Association of Practical and Professional Ethics Annual Conference in San Antonio, Texas (February, 2013)

b.  Non-refereed:

4. Abstracts:

5. Reports:

6. Book Reviews:

Philosophical Writing, A. P. Martinich, Blackwell Publishing Company (2005)

Readings in Early Modern Philosophy: The Rationalists, A. P. Martinich, Blackwell Publishing Company (2005)

The Great Conversation, Norman Melchert, Mayfield Publishing Company (1997)

7. Other Works in Print

B. Works not in Print

1. Papers Presented at Professional Meetings:

“Habermas, Pedagogy, and the Communicative Ideal,” New Mexico-West Texas Philosophical Society, El Paso, Texas (2011)

“Berkeley’s Occasionalism,” New Mexico-West Texas Philosophical Society, Houston, Texas (2009) 

“Anaxagoras to Plato:  Immanent Properties and the Problem of Predication,” North Texas Philosophical Association, Dallas, Texas (2004)

“Learning and Reciprocity,” Midwest Philosophy of Education Conference, Loyola University, Chicago, Illinois (1999)

“Wittgenstein, Language, and Children,” National Endowment for the Humanities Seminar, University of California, San Diego (1998)

2. Invited Talks, Lectures, Presentations:
“Gandhi’s Truth Force,” Philosophy Dialogue Series (March 2020)

“Is Cross Cultural Understanding Possible?” Philosophy Dialogue Series (March 2020)

“What Is a Philosophical Question?” San Marcos Public Library Dialogue (February 2020)

“Seeking Truth in Akira Kurosawa’s ‘Rashomon’,” Panel Discussion with Gilbert Martinez and Rebecca Bell-Metereau, Philosophy Dialogue Series (October 2019)

“Three Philosophical Theories of Truth,” Philosophy Dialogue Series (October, 2019)

“Did My Brain Make Me Do It?” San Marcos Public Library (October, 2019)

“On Anarchy and Anarchists,” San Marcos Public Library Dialogue (April, 2018)

“Anarchist Themes in Ursula Le Guin’s The Dispossessed,” Philosophy Dialogue Series (April, 2018)
“Lincoln’s Principled Pragmatism,” Philosophy Dialogue Series (February 2018)

“Do We Know What We’re Talking about When We Talk about the Meaning of Life?” Philosophy Dialogue Series (October, 2017)

“A Psychoanalyst and a Philosopher Walk into a Dialogue about the Meaning of Life,” a conversation/interview with Wynette Barton, Jungian Psychoanalyst (October, 2017)

“Varying Conceptions of Justice,” Philosophy Dialogue Series (September, 2017)
“Liberation Education,” Philosophy Dialogue Series (November, 2015)

“The Language of School ‘Reform’,” Philosophy Dialogue Series (November, 2015)

“Mind over Matter: Bishop Berkeley’s Phenomenology and Idealism,” Philosophy Dialogue Series (October 2015)

“I Beg to Differ,” San Marcos Public Library Dialogue (February, 2015)

“Golden Rule Reasoning,” Philosophy Dialogue Series (October, 2014)

“What IS the Democratic Ideal?” San Marcos Public Library Dialogue (October, 2014)

“Nurturing a Democratic Community in the Classroom,” Philosophy Dialogue Series (September, 2014)

“Lessons of Love from Plato’s Symposium,” San Marcos Public Library Dialogue (February, 2014)

“Consciousness, Science, and Skepticism,” Philosophy Dialogue Series (February, 2014)
 “Moral Pedagogy and the Golden Rule,” Philosophy Dialogue Series (November, 2013)

“Lincoln’s Principled Pragmatism” Philosophy Dialogue Series (February, 2013)

"The Search for the Great Community," San Marcos Public Library Dialogue (November, 2012)
"Rousseau and Wollstonecraft on Same-Sex Education," Texas State University, Philosophy Dialogue Series (October, 2012)
"From Myth to Philosophy: Universal Themes in 0dysseys, Journeys, and Quests," San Marcos Public Library Dialogue (September, 2012)

“How ‘Corporate Reforms’ are Undermining Universities and Democracy,” Philosophy Dialogue Series (March, 2012)
“The Role of the University in a Democratic Society,” Texas State University Leadership Conference (February, 2012)

“Children, Philosophy, and the World of Imagination,” panel discussion with Dianne Pape (Early Childhood Education), Hiroko Warshauer (Mathematics), Diann McCabe (Honors), and Kandace Lytle (Philosophy), Texas State University-San Marcos, Philosophy Dialogue Series (March, 2011)

“Children and the Learning Process,” Texas State University-San Marcos, Philosophy Dialogue Series (March, 2011)

“Dewey’s Pragmatic Educational Philosophy,” Texas State University-San Marcos, Philosophy Dialogue Series (October, 2010)

“Democracy and Civil Discourse,” Texas State University-San Marcos, Philosophy Dialogue Series (September, 2010)

“Truth Seekers and Doubters,” Texas State University-San Marcos, Philosophy Dialogue Series (February, 2010)

 “Meaning and the Learning Process,” Texas State University-San Marcos, Philosophy Dialogue Series (November, 2009)

 “A New Conceptual Age?” Texas State University-San Marcos, Philosophy Dialogue Series (September, 2009)

 “Freethinkers; Galileo and His Friends,” Texas State University-San Marcos, Philosophy Dialogue Series ( September, 2009)

 “LBJ’s Legacy:  The Johnson-Obama Connection,” Texas State University-San Marcos, Philosophy Dialogue Series (February 2009)

“The Poetic Philosophies of Maya Angelou,” panel discussion with Audrey McKinney (Philosophy) and Sandra Mayo (Multicultural and Gender Studies), Texas State University-San Marcos, Philosophy Dialogue Series (November, 2008)

“Political Power: Uses and Abuses,” Texas State University-San Marcos, Philosophy Dialogue Series (September, 2008)

“Books Not Bombs:  A Better Approach to Terrorism?” Texas State University-San Marcos, Philosophy Dialogue Series (September, 2008)

“Carson v. Carson:  Is Technology a Boon or a Bane?” with John David Carson, Texas State University-San Marcos, Philosophy Dialogue Series (March, 2008)

“Mystical Dimensions of Islam,” Texas State University-San Marcos, Philosophy Dialogue Series (February, 2008)

“Political Oratory Now: Rational Persuasion or Show Business?” Texas State University-San Marcos, Philosophy Dialogue Series (February, 2008)

 “Happy Birthday Lincoln: Political Oratory Then,” Texas State University-San Marcos, Philosophy Dialogue Series (February, 2008)

"Should We Trust 'Expert' Political Judgment?" Texas State University-San Marcos, Philosophy Dialogue Series (September, 2007) 

"Rorty on Education, Community, and Culture," Texas State University-San Marcos, Philosophy Dialogue Series (September, 2007)

“The Republic, Filial Duties, and the Dissolution of the Nuclear Family” by Nathan Poage, comments for New Mexico-West Texas Philosophical Society Conference, Austin, Texas (March, 2007)

"Words Mightier Than the Sword: Satire from Juvenal to Jon Stewart," Texas State University-San Marcos, Philosophy Dialogue Series (February, 2007) 

"Tolerance and Polarization in Modern America," panel discussion jointly sponsored by Pi Sigma Alpha, political science honor society and Phi Sigma Tau, philosophy honor society (November, 2006)

"Feminists Before Feminism," Texas State University-San Marcos, Philosophy Dialogue Series (September, 2006)

 "Exemplars of Nonviolent Protest: Gandhi, King, and Thoreau," Texas State University-San Marcos, Philosophy Dialogue Series (September, 2006)

"Moral Education and the Democratic Ideal," Texas State University-San Marcos, Philosophy Dialogue Series (February, 2006) 

"Dewey on Democracy and Education," Texas State University-San Marcos, Philosophy Dialogue Series (February, 2006)

“The Dark Side of Democracy,” Philosophy Dialogue Series, Texas State University-San 

Marcos (October, 2005)

“On Courage: Aristotle Meets Maya Angelou,” Philosophy Dialogue Series, Texas State

University-San Marcos (September, 2005)

“The Dialectic of Freedom: Paradox and Quest,” Philosophy Dialogue Series, Texas 

State University-San Marcos (September, 2005)

“Russell, Dewey, and ‘Progressive’ Education,” Texas State University-San Marcos (September, 2005)

“Philosophy of Language in Lewis Carroll’s Alice in Wonderland and Through the 

Looking Glass,” Presentation to Professor Glenn Joy’s Honors Seminar (December, 2004)

“All Talk and No Action? J. L. Austin on Performative Utterances,” Philosophy 

Dialogue Series, Texas State University-San Marcos (November, 2004)

“What is Paradox?” Philosophy Dialogue Series, Texas State University-San Marcos 

(October, 2004)

 “Plato’s Socrates as Educator: The Foundations of Inquiry,” Philosophy Dialogue Series, 

Texas State University-San Marcos (September, 2004)

“Secrets of Socratic Method Revealed,” Philosophy Dialogue Series, Texas State 

University-San Marcos (September, 2004)

“Wittgenstein, Language, and Children,” Philosophy Dialogue Series, Southwest Texas

State University (February, 2003)

“Parker Palmer on the Inner Landscape of Teaching,” Philosophy Dialogue Series, Southwest Texas State University (October, 2002)

“Should Education Focus on Creating Citizens or Consumers?” President’s Peace Commission Seminar on Education, St. Mary’s University, San Antonio, Texas (October, 2002)

“Learning and Reciprocity,” Philosophy Dialogue Series, Southwest Texas State 

University (April, 2001)

“A Conversation About God,” Philosophy Dialogue Series, Southwest Texas State University (September,2000) 

“Pragmatism and Educational Theory,” Philosophy Dialogue Series, Southwest Texas

State University (March, 2000)

“Moore and Wittgenstein on Certainty,” Philosophy Dialogue Series, Southwest Texas

State University (September,1998)

“Richard Swinburne’s ‘Cumulative Case’ for Theism,” Philosophy Dialogue Series, 

Southwest Texas State University (October, 1997) 

“Education: What is the Meaning of This?” Philosophy Dialogue Series, Southwest 


Texas State University (September, 1997)

3. Consultancies:

4. Workshops:
Organizer/Moderator, Community Deliberative Dialogue, “How Should We Provide Student Loan Debt Relief?” Dialogues for Activism, LJB Museum of San Marcos (June, 2019) 

Organizer/Moderator, Community Deliberative Dialogue with the San Marcos Housing Task Force, “Equitable Housing,” San Marcos Public Library (April, 2019)

Organizer/Moderator, Community Deliberative Dialogue, “Domestic Violence: What Do We Need to Hear? How Can We Reduce It? With representatives from the Hays-Caldwell Women’s Center, San Marcos Public Library (November, 2018)

Organizer/Moderator, Community Deliberative Dialogue, “How Should We Prevent Mass Shootings in Our Communities?” San Marcos Public Library (April, 2018)

Organizer/Moderator: “Engaging Scientists in the Science, Ethics, and Religion Dialogue,” sponsored by the American Association for the Advancement of Science, Philosophy Dialogue Room (October 2018)

Organizer/Moderator: “Coming to America:  Who Should We Welcome, What Should We Do?

San Marcos Public Library (March, 2018)

Organizer: Community Deliberative Dialogue, “Safety and Justice: How Should Communities Reduce Violence?” San Marcos Public Library (November, 2017)

American Democracy Project Deliberative Dialogue Workshop: “Safety and Justice: How Should Communities Reduce Violence?” Washington, D.C. (April, 2017)

Webinar Workshop for Librarians: Fostering Community Conversations through Academic and Public Library Partnerships, Texas State Library and Archives Commission (March 2017) 

Dialogue Workshops for Common Experience and U.S. 1100 (freshman seminar) faculty, with Craig Hanks and Vince Luizzi (August, 2016)

 “Using Newspapers to Foster College Students’ Critical Thinking and Communication Skills” workshop sponsored by Office of Academic Development and Assessment, Texas State University (November, 2013)

Member of reading/discussion group on Tara Smith's The Virtuous Egoist (2006)

Organizer, “Gladly Learn and Gladly Teach,” workshop for area teachers with Parker Palmer, San Marcos Public Library and Dunbar Community Center (2002)
5. Other Works not in Print:


Refereed paper, “Pornography, Speech Acts and Context” for Philosophical Quarterly (2004)
C. Grants and Contracts

1. Funded External Grants and Contracts:

Mini-grant from Humanities Texas for “American Pragmatism Meets Latin American Philosophy,” a San Marcos Public Library Dialogue featuring Gregory Pappas, Texas A & M University
Mini-grant from Humanities Texas for San Marcos Public Library Dialogues and visit by Al Mele of Florida State University, author of A Dialogue on Free Will (2014)

Texas Council for the Humanities for “Gladly Learn and Gladly Teach,” seminar for Central Texas educators and community in conjunction with visit of Parker Palmer (2002-2003)

Texas Council for the Humanities for “Jesus at 2000,” campus lectures and community discussion in conjunction with visit of Marcus Borg (1999-2000)

Texas Council for the Humanities for “God and the World,” campus lectures and community discussion in conjunction with visit of Richard Swinburne (1997-1998)

2. Submitted, but not Funded, External Grants and Contracts:
3. Funded Internal Grants and Contracts:

Common Experience Mini-grant, funding for Jay Theis, Director of the Center for Civic Engagement, Lone Star College, to participate in deliberative dialogue events on “Safety and Justice” (2017) 

Common Experience Mini-grant, funding for “George I. Sanchez: The Long Fight for Mexican American Integration,” dialogue at the San Marcos Public Library and “The Strange Career of Bilingual Education in Texas,” Philosophy Dialogue Series, both featuring Kevin Carlos Blanton, Texas A & M University (2015)

2011-2015 Student Service Fee, funding for travel to Ethics Bowl competitions

Common Experience Mini-grant, funding for Philosophy Dialogues at the San Marcos Public Library (2013)

University Lecture Series, funding for Price Lecture featuring L. Stephanie Cobb of Hofstra University (2010)

University Lecture Series, funding for Parker Palmer (2003)

Lyndon Baines Johnson Lecture Series, funding for Parker Palmer (2003)

University Lecture Series, funding for Marcus Borg (2000)

University Lecture Series, funding for Richard Swinburne (1998)

4. Submitted, but not Funded, Internal Grants and Contracts:

Taylor Willingham Legacy Grant from National Issues Forum Institute (2018)

Multi-Disciplinary Internal Research Grant (MIRG) proposal ($25,000) to explore possibility of establishing a Humanities Research Center at Texas State University. Principal investigator, Craig Hanks (Philosophy); co-investigators, Jo Ann Carson (Philosophy), Roseann Mandziuk (Communication Studies, Tom Grimes (Journalism and Mass Communication) (2013)

D. Fellowships, Awards, Honors:

IV. SERVICE
A. University:

Planned and organized a series of Deliberative Dialogues focused on community outreach. (2017-present)

Extended philosophy dialogue series to the San Marcos Public Library by planning and coordinating one dialogue per week as community outreach effort (2012-2015)

Received Common Experience Team Quarterly Team Award for service (A Global Odyssey), Texas State University (2012-2013)

Received Common Experience Quarterly Team Award for service (Sustainability), Texas State University (2010-2011)

Organized interdisciplinary panel on Prospects for Peace in the Middle East and Arab World (collaboration with Thomas Doyle and Hassan Tajalli (Political Science) and Craig Hanks (Philosophy)) (Spring, 2013)

Organized interdisciplinary panel on evolution featuring Jerry Coyne of the University of Chicago (collaboration with Noland Martin (Biology)) (Fall, 2010)

Organized interdisciplinary panel on Food, Ethics, and Society featuring David Kaplan of the University of North Texas and representatives from Central Texas food culture (collaboration with Craig Hanks (Philosophy)) (2010)

Organized interdisciplinary panel on Environmental Justice and Human Rights (collaboration with Catherine Hawkins (Social Work)) (2010)

Gave presentation on Philosophy Dialogue Series to Liberal Arts Development Advisory Board (2006)

Attended Texas State Leadership Exchange (2006)

B. Departmental:

Assisted Greg Moses with Dialogues for Activism (2017-present)

Advisor for Texas State graduate team that won two first place trophies at the International Business Ethics Case Competition (IBECC) in Tucson, Arizona (Spring, 2014)

Assisted in planning and coordinating Philosophy Dialogue Series (1995-2020)

Advisor, Phi Sigma Tau, philosophy honor society (1995-2014)

Editor, department newsletter (1995-2008)

Coordinator, annual spring philosophy symposium (1997-2014)

Coach, Texas State Ethics Bowl Team; accompanied team to national competitions in San Antonio, Texas (2005), Jacksonville, Florida (2006), and Cincinnati, Ohio (2007, 2009, 2011) sponsored by the Association of Practical and Professional Ethics (APPE) (1998-2015)

Coordinator, Owl People Discussion Group (2000-2005)

Member, Activities Committee (1995-2000)

C. Community:

Board Member, United Campus Ministry (1995-2015)

Chair, Price Lecture Committee, United Campus Ministry (1997-2015)

D. Professional:

E. Organizations

1. Honorary:

Phi Kappa Phi, interdisciplinary academic honor society, member since 1983

Phi Sigma Tau, international honor society in philosophy, member since 1983

2. Professional:

Midwest Philosophy of Education Society

New Mexico-West Texas Philosophical Society

North Texas Philosophical Society

F. Service Honors and Awards: 
Dean’s Award for Service (2015)

Dean’s Award for Service (2010)

Team Service Award (with Audrey McKinney and Lynne Fulmer) (1998)

Performance Award (1997)
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